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Location:

Present Oimer:

Present Qcoupant:

Pregent Use: .

Brief Statement
of Significance:

PART T, HISTORICAL INFORMATION

WHERLER HOUSE

Orford Street, Souwbthernmost on the Rldge Criord, Town OI
Orford, Grafton County, New Hampshire,

The Wheeler Tamily, c¢/o Alexander vheeler, Hutchins and
Whealer, 294 VWashington Street, Boston &, Mess,

Various branches of the Wheeler Family,
Year-round vacation residence.

One of the larger, more eleganl houses in & row
of seven houses which are distinguished by their

size and elegance in this very small, rural itown,
/See Part I, C, Supplemental Materi a;?

A, Fhysicel History
1, Original and subsegquent owners: Built and originally
owned by John B, Wheeler, a prosperous COrford merchant,
the structure has rvemained the property of his descendents.

2. Date of erection: heeler purchased the properiy on which

the structure stands Irom Samuel korey on April 4, 1814,
and presumably built the house soon afler since he had
peen a successful merchant in Orford for ten years.
internal evidence indicates that the main part of the.
house was built at @ different time Irom the eli,
presumably a few years later since that was cusiomary and
the changes that were necessary to accommodate one part to
the other appear in the ell rather than in the main part

of

the house.

3. Architect: Iecally the house is atiributed to Charles

Bul

finch, The owners have had thc house exanined by

Henry R. Shepley, Architect, Boston, who would also

attribute it Lo Buliinch., No documentary evidence has

been found connecting Bulfinch with the structure, RBulfinch
was active in Bogton at this time although it was difficulty
a period for him., About 1814, he spent some tume in jail

as a debior and suffered from lameness due 1o a fall., In
1847 his fortunes picked up when he vas called to Hashington
1o replace latrobe as architect of The capitol,

4. HNotes on alterations and additions: io evidence was found
of major alterations or remode 111Qg3 other than that noted
abtove in connection with the jolning of the main part of
the structure to the ell,
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3. Reierences. o E
3 -

a., Mrs, Hodgson, "Origin and History of (Orford's Ridge
Houses® {Mimecgraphed paper in the possession of

: Hodgson, Qrford, New Hsmpshire, 19%4), See Part I, C.
below, _

Report oi the Celebyration of vhe 150th Annpiversary

of the Setilement of the Town of Orford, Hew Hampshire
(Hanover, Mew lsmpshire: The Dartmouth Press, 1915).

v

¢, Andrew A. Titcomp, “The 014 Houses of Crfoprd Ridge at
Criord,. New Hampshire! (student thesis in Raker Library
Archives, Daritmouth College, Hanover, MNew iampshire n.d.).

d. F. B, Derdyr, "Iarly Houses of the Connsciticul Valley,: ;
Hhite Pine Sepies of Architectural Monographs, 11, f
Ho., 3 {1916}, p. 1l.

B, Historical EBvenis lonnecied wilth the St ﬂtLSE' John B,
vheeler, original owner of the house, financed +he Dartmoutih
College Case, Dartmouth vs, the State of MNew Hampshire., Thisg
eBsg, important in coporation law, was argued betore the
U, 8. Supreme Couri by Deniel Webster for Dartmouth.

C. Supplemental Material:

The following is a Lomp ltete copy of a wimeopraphed paper prepared by
ivs, Hodgeon, Orford, Hew Hampshire, from an examinavion of Urford
Town Records,

Oeisin and Hisbtory of Owford's Bidee Houscs

“fhe roy of gseven houses on (rford's Ridge was Depun in 1792 with
building of Samuel iprey's home in the center of the row, AL thatv
time, Morey, who was an inventor, farmer, lumbermen and miil owmer,
cmed the enbire tract of land nov gecuplied by the houses and thedr
property, & had come to Ovford dn Janwary on 1704 at the age of
thres, beraveling by ox sled with his parent: and wro Lrother ragy
were the gecond family to settle in the wilderness of the new *ovisnip.

I

in bthe ginter of 1793 Samuel Lbrey's house comprised only a small
noruion of the pregsent eld, ble, store~house or "““"wge room and
g wooashed rith sracefully arched cpening had been bullt, The liviag

cuartors consiected of ohe room u“bh adjoininy paniry, CALELQ whieh
s a uhdlIOJ ceilar, and upstalirs a gecond [loor of one bedroom Jhose
celtling sloped like the o attic rooms over the sheds. 7The 1ittle
nome was valued at only nine dollars in the tax repori of 1792, but
ge commodious enough Lo ke the scene ol & town ueuuing which was

L
JU WEE
gnnounced in Pebruary, 1793, as being scheduled Lo occur iarch 12th
'at Capb, Sam'l Morey's new hougpe', A further and more pretentious
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additlion was soon in progress which raised the value of the house to gLadf
%15, The excavation of its deeg cellar presented some difficulty B

according o a letter written in April by Haanah Morey to her husband,
Samuel , who was then in New York endeavoring 4o promoie interest in
his recently lavented steamboat. 'The house is progressing slowly,!

she wrote, 'because of frost in the ground which prevents the digging
of the cellar...Men are much hampered for lumber, especially boards,..t
dovever, the work was [inally done and the Nbreyfb now had a {ine
keeping room and a coryresponding bedroom above, with the advantage

0¢ a flat ceiling, for this new part of the house was lofty enough

to allow attic space over the second floor. radually the house grew,
ine ell wagm completed by the addition of another ground floor room
with bedrocoms above. The entire house, Ineluding the large fromi
vortion featuring a fanlighted doorway topped by a palladian window,
was reputedly not complcted until 1799, In the year iis evaluation
Tor baxes had arrived at 3200, but certain improvemenis, such as ithe
large detached barn at the head of Morey's lane, may have heen
Lendtructed later, for in 1800 the house wags worth 5300; in 1804, 3350;
in 1805 and thereafter 1t was valued at $400.

-+

.,,4

nTY was in 1805 that Samuel's father, Israel Morey, who had

nuly been living in Fairlee acrossg the river, bullt = small house
e Ridge just south of Samuel's., Tt was worth only $16 until the
vear when 1t had Incrensed in value To 360, Its final asgsessment
&0 leaves one wondering what improvement could have been made for
dollaﬂo.
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1In 1814 on April 4th Samuel Morey soid Wwo plote of Ridge land,
one Lo & young lawyer by Lhe name of John Hlogers, whose grandfather,
a graduate of Harvard University, had come to Orford in 1770, John
vas thirty-itwoe when he bdecame the owner of Ilidge property, Married
four vears. he was the father of two children, with four more to
Tollow, He sventually held several tom offices, was 2 selectman and
Justize of peace. He also becawme a wemper of the New Hampghire
House of Representatives and deputy sheriff of the courtry. The other
Ridge plot that Morey sold in 1814 went to an older man, Jolm B. Fheelew,
vhose [ive children ranged 1n ages trom a daughter of £ix te a son in
mrtmouth College, Ten years previously Mr., Jheeler had Lought land,
aleo from Samusl Morey, on the south corner of Bridse Iane and the
River Road where he egtablis hcq the ﬁIOSperous store that ls standing
there today. Mr. Yheeler'sz NNage land consisted of 4-1/2 acres fop
which he paid 51,062, while 1. Rogers bought only one acae and &4 rods
for $350, Though they ascquired their land on the came day, Mr, Wheeler
was the first to build and his house became the southeriun ut one on
the Ridge. He patierned it after the fashicpable Hullfinch siyle of
architecture with admirable regulis. Very soon thereafier Mr. Hogers
paid him the highest form of compliiment by copying its facade in the
congiruction of his own house just norith of M, Vheeler's, His fromd
nallway. however, established its owm individuallty with a charming
tpood rcrnzng' gtairwey that ascends opposite the entrance door Vo a



o Fo TRIERLER HOUSE
597 Paze 4 (HABS No. MI-80)

i ing where it oranches oul at right angles to the left and to the
»ignt, forming separate ?ngn:s of gtairs 1that give access to each of
the two front bedrooms, I thelir occupants, after a comfortablie
night's rest, should happen o oﬂpwge gipultanecusiy from their rooms
they would face each other with, one irusis, a cheery good morning,
Jolh Rezers and Theeler bought more land {vom iorey aiter Tuilding
their homes. Pive years later ik, Hogers increaged his neldings by
another acre and 22 rods of land behind his house Tor which he padd

rorey 8400, e, heeler enviched lMorey by 9900 when in 1825 he bought
land to the south of his proverty which included a dwelling house,
poosibly the gtory and o half colbiage now standing on the southern

end of the Hidse,

‘The fourth of The present Ridge houses L
v by Samuel ibrey as a uequng present deughicr, A;mira
; in 1819 she married Leonayd Jilecox, a Dartmouth sroaduate and
"an;e~ who became g, juége and United States Senstor, lorey's gift
i £ land which he deeded to her 'in consideration
tear o ny beloved daughier, A;mL&u, and

med twenty acsreg of
naiturel affection

H!P

i one jollar'. The tyenty acrer took in the eteip of land baiveen
l:. Sozer's plot and her fasther's lane, {ollowing along the lane to his

,\_x)'

barn, thence around the barn Lo his orchard rra‘te, skirting the oxchar
and extending back onto the hill behind Rogers'! and heeler's property.
The house iorey built for Alm:?a was an aaalzlom Lo the old structure
cnice oooupled vy his parenis who in about 1833,
elter Almirats death and Leonavu 3 & bO Jary iann, the
pars into an

3
one storey front was added. transfosming the earlicer
ell, 4n inﬁeresting Le“*”“e of she house in Almira's day was a

covered foot bridge connecting her home with the 21l of ner parents’
house, buillt by her devoted father in ovrder that che ﬁdghé *f“it then
.
c

rn.un*ertly in ail weather without weliing her . It was located
netween the second stories of the wwo houses, hi noush oo uh&b Horey'a
o¥ team with a generous loal of hay could pass s

) '

FIn the winter of 1822 Oyar T erchant, bought cne acre
and &4 rode of nRidge land north of Lorey's. Hie boundary line passed

close to Morey's workshop. in the chade of a large butternul tree,

. Hinckley, m

scene of various and extraordinary inventiv& experimencs, Hinekley
nald Morey 8250 for his plol, the same orice that John Popers had paid
gishy years previously for gimnd. dge acreazc Lo the gsowell, lithin
tryo years after kr. Hinckley's ﬁr’ﬂ"nal purchase he ained more land
from Jorey, p } trenvy-fowr @ Ar uhree R :t w8 acres
and sizy; f--'u-l'L'C‘ T‘ paclk from the Ride ":‘
house, unlike the "hers a;r uy Wuilt on the

of ingtead of clagboard or siding, ioday

xhi the others sre Wi e, out perhaﬁs ina

taired its natural red bri cokoit, e gracec
mwmﬁﬂcmOﬁmyscmg a beaubis curved stairiay
hall, 2Bullt spaciously om the traditional nlan

T H kY
in a souare front, the exterior Cfolloved the UﬁﬂeJaW T M, Roge
and ‘heelerts houses featuriag a _adhljnueu doorvay cheltered by a

?
smMLl portico surmounied by an iron balcony railing.
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“Tn 1825 the Hincekleys were living in their new home and ancobher
Cwelord resident contemplated wuilding a house on the Ridge, Willdam
Howard, wanufacturer of top hats, bought 2-1/2 acres and ten rods {roum
torey for 340, His plot adjoined Mr, Hincicley's on the north and
qe e he built the northermost house on the Ridge, The day M., Howard

bougivt his Lot, Mr., Hinckley nrudenily avoided encroachment on the
part of his new neighbor b investing ch ina steip of lanﬁ a rod
wide between the two Dlaccs; buv according to report k. loward was
all that anvone could ask for in a neig h%or an indusirious, honesgy,
worthy civizen with uncomon energy aud Dtrgew TENCE, a selectnan
of the towm and postmaster for thirty years. He came o {rford in
1795 at the age of itwenty-four after servimng his apprentciccship as
a hatter at Morwich, Comn, e wos a man ol Tifly by the lime he had
presnered to the extent of bullding his bhouse on the Zidge, His firsd
wite died leaving him seven children and he had been married flve yoars
to nis sccond wife who produced five children., 7t is no wonder that
ae requir ed home of considerable proporiions which, fortunately,
his success ab his trade made possible. The house he built was made
of bric 1ﬂfc s, lnckley's and remained in its natural rec’i color

Tor many years beflcre being painted white ag i3 i; woday, i@ doorway,
too, resempled i, Hinckley's; as did the graseful curved auu;fﬁay in
the fromt hall, An exiras touch ol elegance was aa&ed o the exterior
oy o tasteful balystrade surrounding the edge of the roof which was
also a feature of the earlier houses built by M. “heeler and . Rogers,
though the one oun the Rogers housce has since been removed, In 18
U, Howard invested $240 in the ourchase of approximately three more
acred north of his house lot,

"The seventh and las t erccied Ridge houue was bullt by Stedman
Yillard who, on April 2nd, 1833, paid Morey $1,000 for mine acres
bewraen the Hinckley propsrty and lorey's own nouue A ear later
he added 61 acres extending wack from the Ridge Jow hhfc} he paid
31,300, At this time his bhouse was in construction next docor o Morey's
ol the north, By then Lbrer had moved to Fairlee and his remaining
pronerty had been bought for 31,000 by Leonard Vilcox who in turn sold
the house and two acres of land we Dr. Jillard Hosford ior J800.

¢

iorey's original homestead farm which had once &px cwu so exitensively
Teon Bhe woods and hill behind the Ridge, where he had fenced 1o 2
larse decr parl:, Go the east banik of the Jonnecil k

arbirely sold of T, f£ven hig lane and barn. retained oy Léouzrd

e .?r

ac longer were a pari of tha house property vo

AN Y

vE by D, Hosford,

The qlohu of Morey's old worihop beside the bultternult tree was included
i1 Fledman Jillaxd's traet and the shop has given plaoce o a large

p i #illardts house was capacious and h*kh pe?L?“jlu in pr e
g gikh hie position in Dwlord as & prosper wrehant, Lot
saoant eld, a deacon of the church, a ropresentative ihe state

Lsjature, He nad come O Lo 4%
; oboag cleri dn i, .u.OEJL"" e
atore ab the foot of his Ridge prope
doughiter, ileriel, bub vhe was not
irmressive nidge houge, Altoer nres
dred a year beiore he bought the wm

hildren shc

wife whom he
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mrried just two months afber bBuying his land was accorded the privilege
of velny migiress of a home on the Ridge,

s were the houses ilt and lived in for meny years by the
orizinal owners. Two are gtill wveiained by families of the seme name.
Pr. John Vheeler's house was bousint Uy his nephaw, Daniel Prescolt

agiterts widow died in 1907 the property

cheeler, in 1844, Jnen lthe 1
vant into the possession of Henry hesler, son of oniel Prescoti

Ay

Jheeler's half brother, and is still owmed by members of I, Henry
Jnealer's fanily,

ouce bullt by YMorey for his daughter, Almira. is owned
] . l('o:a, a oeacendan‘i: of Almirats husbar nd, Lecnard
ATy dann,

tJol: Rogera! house “r:.e“t‘-:-fee‘z those of Wheeleér and COX, Was
Douy nu in 1841 by Hartwell €. ghpan who then owned and operated the
oid “heeler store. Ilater the no use was reconstiucted and maintained
Wy Cus Jmp'f‘ r_‘r?r\adau‘h'uer e, Addison G. Fay (“0‘-' e, Louls H,
¥ay) who sold it in 1937 to Mr. Iyman T. Dyer. The present owner,

s

i, Jaeelock, purchased it in 1952 from Mr. Dyer's daushters

"rameel Forey's heuse, ag has already been ziated, was owned and
secupied Ty D:'. Wllard Hosford, and then by Dr, Jalter 3. Barnes

541 19173 wshen R, Frank O, oan purchased it, in whose family it

r. fHinckley's yellow brick house wras
1835 after M. Hinckley and his wife had
merchant and ncpne: of Samuel ey, was
offer of $1,525, ir, Bissell's vife was

5

hat manufsciurer, i, Howard, so nc doubt

auevion in
ell, ipcal
r with his
Orfordty

who was only

5 W

whirty-zix, was proud that he could provide ﬂ a ﬂOI"E as fine
as her father's next door, It algo had the distinciic ying
Cmnel lebater ag a guest of the Hissells during +heip 'te*nncy. Since

. Some {ine af‘ter lc‘&b it was bought

nephewr, AL her

n ﬂ the houze has had many omer:
; "":mel ne\,ler, wife of John Theeler's
sa Helen Dana, subsequently
e, J. zZ. Greley, e, JHlson whose

Cuehman, had owned ©he Roserg house, and at

house, on the nortl was 3old
Dana, brother of lHelse in the
Chiouse beside 1t. Tt owas aewt sold Lo 1 J . _ Trgley,

L e o Ty
YIE DRSS year,

whe author, Charles Jaclkson, who oole it
b 2

o, ; 1 L) R e
SO 5%h 7in LETD &l 20
dovara incxiey Flllard Lorey Jdileox heele;

TUOTEEL e s mm o e e 0 bt s e e e et Zouhiy

Prepared by Csmund H, OGverby end denry 0. Zdward
;;fch:‘ tects, Maticnald Pari Service

~ RaTite

September 95U
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A, Coneral Statement

cae, mere Sully
seven houses waich
in this very small;
ally uachanged,

1. Architesctural Charazier: One oi the
inished and detarled hO“ es in a o
gre uvnusual for their size and e*mganp
rural town, The house suxrvives basi

. Condiiion of wvavxic, Fhe house igs giruvctuovally sound and

maintained in excegilient condition,

B. Technical Descripiion of axterior
feet wide ¥ 2% feeb main fron

1, Overall dimencion_. 49
wide » 32 {e=el reoar ell, Tno atories
0k,

Blocik, plus 18 feei
plus atiic and bagene

2. Foundations: Ilarze blocks ol cul granive.

3. fall coustru =or; Cimber frame; vide, flusi, horizontal

L o
giding on fromb; alapvoards on other

"

4. Torches, stoops: front porch--10 feel wide by 3 /2 feel,
plug two steps 10 feet wide; one story high; floor and zach
gihep a wonolithic granite block carciuvlly cut; two, slender,
reeded columng; sSlightly moaililed l.omy uor=c order;
surmounted by a wrought iron belustrade,

Hortheast side Dorch -5 1/2 feet wide x 5 feel, onc story
high; fwame with claovboard; semicircular roof; three largs
granive shens,

Southwvest side porch -~ 33 feel wide by & feet, one story hiigh

-

along entire side of ell; shed roof, shingled supported alonp
sutside by four wood posts,
Southwest side poreh slong main block - magdern, builllt 1954,

3, Chimmeys: Two Trieck chimneys in front Liock of house, one
in eil,

5. Onenings
a, Doorways end deoors:  Frogl docr - lorsd
docr with cicde Lighis ang fan 1ig
on wain blooh end one door on ¢ll
» French dcors leadiing to modern porel on
Scuthwrest side of main block,
b. indovs and shutiters:  §/6 lighi, double hung windows.

e ) oy e ralmn ey
Tixad, slat onuboers,



5 oper WHEELER HOUSE
R rare & (HABS Neo. WH-80)}

&, Shape, covering:
lower, gabled roof
roofs.

0, Cornice, eaves:; Boxed, wood eaves
gtyle with matules and moulded and

o, rmera:  Two, small, gabled dormers on pack side,

o
I - o -t P e
southeas af maip bloci,

oF

d, Bslusirade arcund hipoed rocl of wuin nlocl, turned
"3 above wrindowrs, pancled Selbveen,

baldusters aboy

Tecinical BDescripticn ol Inieriors

1, Floor Phlans Cemtral na iype nlan, . to elther
side, cining room tbePQ invo ell, iitcehen and storage

rooms In ell, Second floor, pedrooms.

2. Staimveys: Ialn s+“‘wway; central hall, siraight run with
shori cur?@d porvion ot iop turning S0 degrees, moulded Lrim,
nlain rail with square balusters, Dack stalzway

r - WL \ - - . .
Servanis Sb&;fﬂ&j in rear part of ell,

3, Fleooring: Jjide Pine boards.,

inish:  Paioted or papered plas

5., Doom FAYE ana acors)

L, Teimr RFoulded wood drim, Do frames wivh
paneled interior shw%ters‘ rooms have

large maniels WL cad mdﬁ*éi
shelves t
Jith moulded,

.
rails,

= 5 R e, S vy et e sy T ey

7. iardgare: Lootly owiginal brass and roousbl Livon,

ik S P N Rl iy et L

e b !1‘;_1-;". WL ROTINCG,

I oy g o g cm e b} FLA - e Yy ey e -
3, Heaving: fater ventrval hestling syt supplements originnl

i. Geaneral seviing and orientation: &
the southernmost ol seven houses on & 1
450 feet Irom the sireet, I & very &nal

hoard Sences,

i

A Ty .
2. EInclosures:
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Cutbuildinzs: Barns, smoke house, chlcien houses,
sheds, e6s,
Galks:  Packed dirt end cinders,

Iandscaping: Informal lawns, gardens and large trees,

frepored by (Qsmund ., Overby and Hemwy (., LEdwards
Architects, Natiomal Park Service
Septenber 1259
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